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OF TEA, COMMENDED BY HER MAJESTY,

By BEdmand Waller, In the first Poem on Tea,
Venus her myrtle, Phoebus bas his bay<:
Tea both excels. which she vouchsafes” 1o pralse.
The best of queens, and hest of herbs, we owe
To that bold natlon which the way did show
To the falr reglon where the sun does rise,
Whose rich productions we so justly prize.
The Muse's frisnd, ten, does our fancy ald,
Repress those vapors which the head invade,
And ‘Keeps thal palace of the soul serend,
Fit on her birthday to salate the Quecen.

PIETRO GUISLERL
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Author of “SarafTnosea,” “Ihe Threo Fates) cte.
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CHAPTER XVIL

Laura Arden’s plans for the suipimer wers not by
sny means settled, but she was anxinus to Jeave

Rome soon, both beeause travelling in the lieat
would be bad for little Herbert, and T raptrsn shie
wished to leave the rather expensive apartment in
which she lad continued to live after lier hus-
band’s death. A far smaller and less pretentious
dwelling wonld be amply suflicient for lier next
winter, and in the mean time she intended to go
to some quict town either in Switrerland or by the
peaside, and to keep 08 much alone as possible, Her
mother might be willing to spend a month or two
with her, and Laura would e very glad of her
eompany, but there was no one else whose soriety
she desired. She could, of canrse, go to England
and stay at ler brother-in-law’s honse in salemn
and solitury state, hut she feared the long journey
for her ehild, and she eared little for the sort of
eximtence she must lead in the magnifieent country-
peat, in the absenee of the Lulworths themselves,
It would be pleasant ta lead & very gimple and
ghiet lite somewhere ant of the world, and as far
as possible from the seene of all her snflerings.
I Adele and Franecsea had not appeared while
Ghisleri was making hie fiest visit, shie would
probably have asked his adviee I hal heen
almost pverywhere, and heing himsolf fond of soli-
tude, wonld in all likelihood have told her of gome
beantiful and secludel spor whore she eonld live
fn the way #he desived.  But in the presence uf
her stepsister she had not cared to speak on the
pubject.

After they haid left her she thought a lone time
of Ghisleri and his story, and, for tho first time in
her life, she wislied sha might see him azain he-
fore long. e hind shown hier a side of Tiimsnlf
which sho had neither seen nor guessed at Tefore,
and she bocan to understand, dimly at fir=t anl
then more elearly, the strong liking her Tinshani
had slwavs shown for him. I was eapable of
deep and earnest beliefs and of high and generons
fimpnlses, in spite of his confempt for Iimself and
of the irregnlar life Tie Jod. His present exist-
ence, as for ne she knew anything of it, shie eon-
demned ns nnworthy,  She was nof, however, o
womnn as easily shoeked at the speetacte of vl
4n the Hves of others as mizht have been expected
*Phere was a great deal of sound good sense I the
eomposition of her character, and she had seen
enough of the worlid to have learned that perfve-
tign is a word used to define what is a littls het-
ter than the avernge.  What she lad disliked in
Ghisleri from lier first arquaintanes with him was
not eonneeted with his reputation, of whiech, at
that time, she had known very little, Twiiles,
though people ealled him fust anl wild and more
or less heartless, he was liked, on the whole, as
much as any nnmarried man in society, He was
known to be hionorable, conrageons, and very dis-
greet, and the latter quality almost fnvariably
brings its reward in the end That he shonld
have been entangled in more than one love aifuir
waa only what was to he expoeted of such a mun
Bt two or three and thirty years of age, aml no
pne really considered him any the worse on that
gocount, while the great wudority of  women
thonght him vastly more interesting for that very
reason.  Laura was not, perhaps. so entirely dif-
gerant from the rest of her sex as Ghisleri was fonil
of helieving, Her pducation had not heen that of
young Roman girls, it is true, and the singnlar
circumstances of ler short married life hind not
@eveloped her character in the same divection as
theirs cenerally was by matrimony. Rat in real
womanliness she was az mueh @ woman as any of
them, liahle to the same influences and to the same
elare of enthnsinems.  Decanse she had loved anit
married Tlerhert Arden, it did not follow that she
eould not and did not admire all that was brave
and generous and strong, independently of moral
woeakness and faults,

Arden himself, indead, though he liad exeited
ber pity by his plivsical defects, lind ecommanded
her respect by the manly couraze e ghowed nnder
all his sufferings.  She had heen able to forzet his
deformity in the superior zifts of intelligenee and
theart which had unquestionably heen his, and,

after all, shie had loved him most beranse she hal
felt that but for an aceident he would have been
pre-eminently o manly man. Cripple as he was,
she lad alwavs known that she could rely on
him, and her instinct had always told her that he
couldd protect her.

Dut she lind never trusted Ghisleri, [e had
the misfortune to ghow his worst eide to most
people, and he had shown it to her.  She hail seen
more than once that Lie was ready b undertake
and carry out almost anvthing for his friend’s
pake, and she hnd heen honestly crateful to him
for all he had done. But she had not heen alle,
until now, to shake off that feeling of distrust
and timid dislike she had always felt in his pros-
pned. Bhe had, indeed, succaaded tulerably well in
hm it from him, but it had alwavs maie lLier
cold in conversation and somewhat formal in man-
ner; and he, being outwardly a rather formal and
wold man, had, o to sy, put himself in harmony
jrith her key. For the first time in their acquaint.
pnos; and under pressure of what he considered
pecessity, he had suddenly nnhent, and had told
Ber the principal story of his life with a frankness
and simplicity that had eharmed her. From that
hour she judged him differently. After that fird
wigit he went often to sea hier, and on each ocon-
slon he folt drawn more closely to her than before,

“Yon are very much changed,” he said to her
one day. “ Do you mind my saying it?"

“wNot in the least,” Laura snswered, with »
smile. *DBut in what way am 1 different

“Tn one great thing, T think  You nsed to be
wory imposingly ealm with me.  You never seemed
quite willing to speak freely abont auything. Now
it 1s slmost always von who make me tallt by
making me fecl that you will tallk vourself.  That
Is not very clearly put, is it? 1 do not know
whether you ever disliked me~if you did yon
mover showed {t. But T really begin to think that
pon almost like me. Is there any truth in that?”

“ Yes—a great deul.”  She smiled again, “ More
Rruth than you guess—for T do not mind saying it

/pince it is all over. I did not like vou, and 1
to try and hide it But I like yon now, and
am quite willing that yon should know it. »

“That is good of yon—good as everything yon

o f5. But I would really like to know why you

ve changed your mind. May 127

“ Jlecause I have Tound out that you are not
fwhat I took yon for.”

“ Most discoveries of that kind are disappoint-

te,” observed Ghisleri, with a dry laugh.

“That is just the eort of a remark I used to
@islike you for,” said Laura. *The world is not
pll bad, and you know it. Yet out of tea obser-
frations you make, nine, at least, would lend one

0 belleve that you think it is.”

« Excepting yourself, we are all as had as we
gan he. What is the use of denying it ?"

“ e are not'all bad, and I do not choose to be
fmade an exception of. I am just like other peo-
re.uluhouldheﬂlwmphcedutheyaro

not only am sure that you are not a bad man,
Put 1 am quite convinced that in some ways you
@re a very good ome."

“What an odd mistake.”

' “Why do you persistently try to make vourself
mm than you are, aud to show your worst

to the world P*
'lmmummm-ppmmm
" ghswered Ghislerl. “I cannot help soe-

\Ing it.°
1 ®Becanse vou are not Launocelot; you take your-
' for Caecsnr Borgias—"

“That would be flattering myself too much.

i L # of el d v

Borgin was by far the more intelligent of the two.
Say Thersites.”

* 1 know nothing about Thersites.”

“Then say Judas, There seems to be very little
differrnee of opinton ns to that personage’s moral
obliguity,™ Glisleri langhed.

“Very well,” suid Laura, gravely, *T supposo
von have no doubt, then, that Judas would have
acted < you did in your affair with Don Gian-
furte. Mo would, of ecourse, have submitted to
insult rather than break a promise, and would
Luve allowed —"

“Will you please stop, Lady Herbart 27
leri tined Lis blue pyes on her,

“No, 1 will not,” answered Laura with decision,
" What I like about you js precisely what you try
the maost 1o hide, and T meiast to seo §t and to make
you see ity i possible. You wonld he mueh hap-
plor if vou eonld, 1 suppose that i the majority
ol people conld Lienr us talking now they would
think our conversation utterly absurd,  They
would say that yon were posing, in order to muke
vourself interesting, and that 1 was enough at-
treted by you to be deceived by the comedy. s
not that the way the world would look at it ?"

“ Prabably,” pssented Ghisleri.  * Perhaps 1 am
really posing. 1 do not pretend to know.”

“ 1 am willing to beliove that you are not, if you
will lot me, and T would much rather. In the
first place, You are, at all events, not any worse—
than most men one knows, That is evident
enoigh from your actions, Secondly—you see I am
argning the case like a lawver—if you lad not a
high ideal of what von wish to be, you would not
have sueh a poor opinion of what you are. In
that eloar 27

“If there were no right, there could not possibly
he any wrong.  But black would be black, even ir
voit conll only compare it with blue, green and
yvellow, instead of with white”

“1 am not talking of chromolithographs,” said
Lanra.  “What I say i« simple enongh. If you
Jid not wisly to be good, and know what ood
weans, and if you had not o eertain amonnt of
goodness in you, yon would not think yourself s
bad.  And you are unhappy, as yon have told me
Lefore fiow, Deeatse you think all your motives
are insinedre, or vain, or defective in some way.
I suppose you wish to be happy, and if yon do you
mest Lo to find some satisfaction in having
done vour Yest, T have said precisely what T mean.
av s v must not pretemd to misanderstand me."

“Think yonrself good and you will he happy,”
*That is the modern form of

Ghis-

phservey] Ghisleri.
the proverh”

“Of conree it i, and the hetter reason yon really
have for thinking vourself good, the more real and
lustine your happiness will he'

Gihisleri lafighed to himself and at himselt ns
L went awiy fur being so mueh impressed as he
was by what Lanra said, Dot he could not deny
that the impression Tid been made and remained
for some time after he bad left hier. There was &
nealthy common-<ense ahont her mind whirh was
becitning to aect upon the tortuons and often
morhid eomplications of Lis own. She seomind to
know the straizit paths and the short ents to
simple gondness, and never to hnve goessed at the
Tabwrinthine ways by which lie woomnied 1o himeel?
to b alwavs teving to eseape from the bughear
sont to pursne Tim by the demon of self-mistrust
e Janehed at himself, for he realized how utterly
fmpossible it would always be for him to think ns
she didd, or to look upon the worlil ns she saw it
‘Ihere had been a time when he had thought more
plainly, when a woman haid exerted a strong in-
fhyence over him, and when a few good things npt
a few bad ones had mads up the sum of Lis life
Bt she wos dead and he had ehanged. Worse
than that. e had fallen. As he sat in his room
sud glaneed from time to time at the only likeness
e Lind of Rianea Corleone, he thonsht of Beatrine’s

reprogch to Dante in the thisty-first canto of the

“Pargtory™:

And yet beeause thou'rt ghamed of me in all

Thy «n, and that In lJater dnys to come

Thou masst be Lrave, hearing the Siren's volce
Bow deep the serd of tears and hegr me epealt.

Ro shalt thou Jnow that thou glipuld'st have been

moved

iy my dead body In ways opposite.
Nor art nor nature had the power to tempt thee
With sueh delight os that falr body conld
In whieh I Hved—which now 1s seattered carth—
And if the highest joy was lost to thee
iy my young death, what mortal Nving thing
Should huve Dad strength to drag thee down with 1t

As hie repeated the last words he started, for
they reminded him with painful foree of Gianforte
Campodonieo's insulting specch, and he detested
Timself for even allowing the thought-to eross his
mind—for allowing himself to repeat Heatrire's
words up to that point. Tt was he wha hal
drageed down Maddalena dell’ Armi to his leved,
not she who had made him sink to hers.  And yet
Campodonien had safil almost the same thing as
Peatrice, and eertainly without knowing it, In his
lietirt hie knew that Bianea might have repronched
Lim &0, but then, deeper still, he knew that the
reproach, from her lips, would have fallen on
himeelf wlone, and would never lave been meant

for Maddalena,

Ghisleri fell to thinking over his own life and
the lives of otlers, in one of those black moods
which somietimes seized him and in which he be-
Heved in no one's motives, from his own upward,
Tn the eourse of his Jenely and hitter meditations,
he eame aeross an idea which at first seemed wild
and improbable enough, bhut wiieh, 1Tttle by little,
toolp shiape as he concentrated his attention upon
it, and at last chased every other memory nway
1o was not naturally an over-suspicious man, bt
when his suspicions were once yoised he was apt
to go for in pursuit of the truth, if the matter
interostod Lim. 1l ross and got a book from the
shelves whicti lined one side of the wall, and I
gan to gurn over the pages rapidly, until he stop-
ped at the plaee Lie was looking for. He rewd
three or four pages very enrcfully twice over and
returned the volume to ite place.  Then he sat
down to think, and did not move for another
guarter of an hour. At the end of that time he
calll his sepvant—a quiet, hard-working fellow
from 1le Abruzzi, who rejuleed in the name of
Bonifazio,

“ 1o yon hn?pnn to know,” he asked, “if there
wins muel searlet fever in the eity last winter ? |
have always wondered how poor Lord Herbert
caught it.”

Vonifuzio had known Lord Herbert for years,
st as Donald had knewn Ghisleri, for the two
friends Liad often made short onrneys together,
taking ther servants with them,  The Italian
thoneht o Tong time before he gave an angwer.

i Signor., 1 do not remember hearing that
thers were many cises.  But then, T am not in the
way of knowing. It may have been”

2 You are a very discreet man, Bonifazio,” said
Ghisleri.  * Lord Herbert fell {1l on the day after
D Dl dined in Casa Savelll. Do yon think you
could find ont for me whether any one of the ser-
vants Lad the searlet fever at that time 27

* Perhaps, Signor. 1 will try. 1 know Guiseppe,
the hutler, who 18 2 very good person, but who is
not fond of talking. When there is such an ill-
ness they either gend the servants to the hos ital.
in the HonnTi houses, or else they put them rn un
attie and tey not to let any one know, For the
rest, T will do what 1 ean,  You say well, Signor,
for it is possille that the blesed soul of the
Milord eought the fever at the dinner in Casn
suvelll.”

“That is what T think," said Ghisleri, And
he thought o good deal more also, which he did
ndt communicate to his mon,

Bonitazio, as his master sald, was disereet,
He was also very patient and very uneommunica-
tive, as the men of the Abbrazi often are. They
ninke the bost servants when they can be got, for,
in addition to the good qualitiea most of them pos-
giws in o creater or less degree, they are almost
always physicully very strong mea, though rarely
ahove middle height, and often extremely pale.
Ghisleri knew that «o scon as Bonifazio had any-
thing to tell he would tell it without further
question or reminder.

Several days passed, during which Ghisleri, who
gainsd strength rapidly, began to resume his for-
mer mode of life, went to the elub, saw his friends,
anid made n few visits, e went more than onee
to Maddalena's house and stayed some time with
her when he found lier alone.  Little by little he
faneied that her look was chianging anil growing
more  indifforent. He was glad ef at, e
wished that he might be to her exaetly what
che wos to him.  That, indeed, canld never he,
lFlu! Le  wished it were  possible. "

new  that when  she  ccassd  to  Jove
him sltogether she conld never feel friendly de-
votion, gratitnde or respeet for Lim, and he felt
all three for her in a far grenter degree than she
could imagine, On the whole, during that time
their relations were peaceable and altogether un-
disturbed by the fvsquent differences that had so
n::;n nearly n'lt_ranaml them from one another in
enrlier days, Thers was, of course, nn air of con-
straint about their meetings, more evident in
Maddalena's manner than in Ghisleri's, snd the

No

latier hardly hoped that 4 1a
wear off and lesve 8t lust s ‘incere’ and ‘rus

friendship belind it. That was, indeel, the best
that eoull be Loped for either of them, and hin
had no right to expeet the best, nor anything ap-
pronching to it,

One evening s e was dressing for dinner Boni.
fazio gave him the news he desived, 1t Lod nots
beenn eisy to extract any communication on the
sithjoct from ol Giulseppe, the Suvelli's hutler,
bt sueh as he had ag Jast given was olear, ¢on-
cise and to the point.  There had been a case of
soarlot fever in the house.  Donnn Adele’s naid
had taken it, and was just convaleseent ot the
time when the Ardens dined with Adele and her
hushand, The woman's name was Lueia, and on
fulling i1l <l hiad been at onee removed to WES
tant room in the upper part of the palaes  The
case had been rather n severs one, Guiseppe De-
lisved, and it was only within the Jast fow wink s
that Loeis seemed to have regaived her strenzth,
She wns ot mt ot Gerano *with her mistress,
Lirt Dined written to the wife of the Suvelli's porter
saving that she lad been dismissed, anl was to
losvee ft the eid af the month, aml asking for ns-
sistanee in finding 8w plaee.  Ghislo was
antistied for the present. Tt was quite elear that
Arden must lave oanehit the fever that killed him
so suddenly in Casa Savelli N hether Thnna
Adele had in any way communieatod the contazion
was another matter, and not eusily deem | EET R 1
Inexplicahle nervonsness, heginnuin: thont the thme
that Apden died, might Be aceonnted for on the
cround that she was awire of having been the
unintentional eanse of his illness, and felt that
by o little precantion she micht have averted the
entastrophe.  The idea was constantly presont in
Ghisleri's mind, but it Tneked detal and elearness,
and eonstituted at most o rather strong suspicion.
Of conrse it was quite possible, and, cousiderie
Adele's character, more than Lkely, tha® she Tanuel
never heen nenr the maid doaring lier illness,  1f
she had never had the searlet fever herself, it was
auite certain,  But that wasx a point easily sef-
tlod, and was a very important ene.

On the following day Ghislori ealled at the Pa-
Inzzin Braevio,  The Prineess peceividd him, as she
always did, without any signs of sutisfuction, hat
without marked colilness,  To ler he wos always
“thut wild Ghisleri,” and she thoroughly disap-
proved of him, wishing that he wonlil not visit
her danchter o often, e waa quite aware of
the feeling she entortained toward him, anl was
always espeeially earcful in his conyersation with
her.  In spite of her long resldenes in Home, o= a4
Roman, and among Romans, she hoadl renuined al-
topether Enclish m nature,  Lanry, Faglish on
hoth sides by her hirth, had for less of prepadios
than her mother, and was altozether more of n
eosmopalitan in every way. the presont oeei-
Ghislori Ied the conversation =i us to spealk

gion
of her, Ie hegan by asking the Prinsess where
shw herselt meant to spend the  suwmmer, and

whether she intendod 1o he with her danehiter.

“T hape to be with her a great part of the time,”
she answered,  “T do not Hke to think of her as
travelling abong the world alone,  Indecd, 1 do
not at all approve of her living without o eom-
panion, as she insists upon doie She = far tion
voung, and people are Ty too ready to talk abuut
her."

“Sha has sueh wonderful dignity,” answerel
f.'hi-.lu-ri‘ what she eonld do with ampinity wlhat
most women eonld not dooat all Ili-u les, ler
monrning protects her for the 1m-m-11|'. and Tier
elilil.  She s looking wonderfolly well=ida you
not think o "

“Yoa. When one thinks of all she has gnflered
it ju amazing,  Bnt she wis always strone. ™

“1 shinild suppose so Any one clse woulid have
eanght the searlet fover ”

“ As for that ™ said the Princoss, uns wwpleionsly,
“poonle rarely have it twiee”

*Shes hias baa it then”

SOh, ves,  Doth the zitls hind it ot the saine
time, when they weps litthe thinzs Lot me wee
Lanrn mnst have heon =ix years olid then, 'l hiesw
b it rather badiv, and T oremenher being terr
biy anxiois abont them,”

w1 omee, ™ answersd Glislori, earelosaly, " That
acconnts for it tut to go hack to whnt we wen
speaking of. 1 wonder that Lady Herhert does pot
apenid the suminer with You at Gerans, it oyon g0
there as usunl ~

w1 o not think she will ponsont to that,”™ sail
the Princess, rather eoldly.  She siys she pre
fore the north for the baby, Tt is gquite true that
it js often very hot at Gerano ”

“Danna Adele was good enotgh to aske me to
o ot and spemd o day or two while shie i tTiere
Tt st e very pleasant just nosw, in the spring
woeather. ™

* Why do von not go 7 aske) the Princess, with
mura warimth, for she  preferned that Ghisleri
ghontdl be where lie eould not see Lanra every duy,
an ahe Dediovid he now didd.  * You wonld he do
ing them both u Kimdness,  Poor Adele wis o 1\
to o to the eountes sgainst her will
siurh o terpibly nervons states D opeally o
know what to make of it.”

“What news have you of her % dnauieed
lerl, in a tone of polite solicitude, = I she
better 27

W8k was hettor after the first fow davs,
it appears that she Lad

Thin
a (ight=—1 do not guoite
understand how it was from what Franeesco write
to my hustend=hat it secms to have hoen ane of
those odd aecidents—optienl iHlusions, T supjpos—
which sometimes terrily people ”

“ How very unfortunate!  What di) she fanes
sl paw 7

“ 11 was absird, of courss'® answers | the I'rin
cond, who hnd no specipl reason for being mticent
on the sabjeot, It sems thut there was o (i
oloak of hirs hanging somewhers in her dresing
room—=at n window, helpeve el she went in
suddenly vory early in the mornine hetare it was
guite browd davlight, and took the eloak for n
mat. In faet she thought it wis poor dear Arden
Yon knuw he alwayvs used to wear blue ser:e
clothes,  Frane=co saw it hims=elt afterward andd
savs that §t was eatraordinarily like, It T ean
not undepstand how anyons in ther senses oo 14l
be derofved fn that way,  Adele b dreadinlly aver-
wronght and maginative.  Sie hins  clandisl b
mueh this winter, 1 suppose.” :

When Ghisleri went awny he was almost quite
persuaded  that Adele was conecious ol having
eommunicated the fever to Arden, O conpse, 3t
mizht all be mere coineidence, bt to him the ovi
denee seemed strong. e wrote o note to Adele,
asking whether le might avail Limeelf of hor in
Vitation, and spend s day at Gerano.  Her an-
swer eame by meturn of post, b 1z hifm to eome
at onee, and to sginy as lonz porssilile Tl
Bandwriting waeso legible that he hal somo difhi-
enlty in reading it To judge from that, at least,
Adels was no better,

Before Joaving Rome, L thoieht it hest to i
torm Latra of his intended visie e had never
spoken of hier stepsister inon wil to ke her wup
posa that he disliked her, it Louea Knew sery
woll what purt be ladd plaved ot the time when
Adels was sprending slandirons reports, for her
mother had repeated the stors procisely as the
Frinee luvd told it to her.  Ghislerl, of course, wis
not swire of this, fur Aplen bl not mentioned
the watter to Lim, unless his pefepence to the ene-
mies he and Lavuea haed dn Rome, dorine the Tast
conversation he ki with his feiond, eoulid he taken
an implying that Ghisleri Knew as meh ns he
himself.  Jut in any ease, he was sure that Laura
woulil be surprissd at Lis woire to Gerang, even
for o dayv. and it owas better to warn her hefore
hnnd, and if possible pive her some posonahile
explanation of his conduet, He eliose to refor his
Vit nt oonee 0 molves ol euriosity, tovether
with n natural desire to hreatlee the purer air of
the country, now that he was alile to make tie
short journey without futizue or dunger.

“ I have never been to Gerano,™ he added. 1t
in sald to be o wonderful plags—one of the flnest
medineval eostles in this part of the wold, |
really wish to see jt--they sy the ale 16 woml—
amd sinee Donng Adele is 8o good as to ask me, |
whinll go.”

“You wonlil see it better if yon went when my
mother nnil stepfather are theres Tle wonli show
you evervthithe and give vou wll sarts of historieal
details which Adele lns forzotten sl which Fran-
pesea never knew."

“Ni doubt, but there is one objection.” an-
sworad Ghislerl,  “ They lave never asked e,
1 am not & fuvorite with the Princess, 1 am wure
you know that.”

“ e thinks von are vers wilil,” said Laura
with & gmile,  “She divapproves of vou on mor
gronunds—not at all in the way T usod to—amd still
do, sometimes,” she added, ineautiously.

*Stil e

“Oh, it is very foolish!
When are vou going ont?"

Lewira had undeninbly felt a sadden return of
ter old digtrost in i, when shie had beard of the
visit. It wne notural encugh thet she shonld,
considering what she Knew  She suspectsil some
new and tartons Cevelopment of his elraeter, and
woull have tostinetively deawn back from the
intimany she folt was crownns up hetween him and
peersolf, b she not by experienee found ont hat
che mieht ne quite wrong ahaut him aiter all
Shie tried, at the present jeneture, to shake off the
aonisation which was now far more distastelful to
ler than it had formenly boen, inoproportion as
who Biad faneicd that she codepsrood him hetter,
Tint she eould not altocether suecsed, It was too
strange, m her opinion, that he shoall willingly
be Adele's guest, and gt himself under even a4
slight ohligntion to her. It showed, she thought,
how individual views eould diffler in regard to
friendship.  She was even rather surprised to find
that she was asking herself whetler, if Gianforte
and Christina Campodonice possessed a hihitable
eastle and invited her to stop with them, shie would
arcopt, considering that Ginnfoite el alinost
killed her hinshund’s best friend.  She unliesitat-
ingly deecided that ghe woubl not, and resented]
Ghisleri's willingness to reesive | tality from
one whe, us he well knew, Lol Toully shondered
"Dlll J\!l_lt'll and herself,  Her doubts wore eoptajn.
Iy justifiohle to a0 cortain extent.  But thers woas
no  immedinte profability that they woull hs
eleared awny for the present.  Ghisleri undirston|
her perfeetly, and wondered whether he were nat
risking ton mnel in endangering a friendship so
precious to him for the sake of following out g
suspicion which might, in the end, prove to linve
hertn altogether withont foundation,  On the other
hinnd, his nutural obstinaey of purpose when onen
ealled into play was such as not to leave the small-
et liesitation ‘in his mind hetween doing what he
hail determined 10 do, or not deing it, when he
had ones made up his mind, irrespective of conse
quences. Huving lost sight of the virtue of con-

Do not tallk abour it

g to u vicious obstinacy as a sub-

CHAPTER XVIHI

When Adele had read Padee Bonaventura's let-
tor twiee over and had realized its meaning, she
behaved like a person stunned by an actual blow.
Sl sank into the nearest chair, utterly gvercome.
She hiad Larely the presatoee of mind to tear up the

staney, he clun
stitute,

shwwt of paper into minute sbiesds, which she
gathered all in one hand, ould tind
strength to seatter thent out of the window, The

position wis a terrible one imdeendy wndd for a long
tine she was unable to think conneetedly ahout
it, or of guvthing else.  But for the two pights of
sottnl &leep she ol 2ot by taking the elidoral she
must inevitably have broken down,  As it was,
Ler strong constitntion had wsserted ftself o soon
as she Lol been abile to pest, and she was boetter
able to meet thi= new and real tronhle than she
lad been to faeo the cinary hovear of Herhert
Apden’s presenee in her dressing-roon, Dat, even
aoy halt an bonre elapssd belors shie was able to
vises from her sent. Sho tossed the seraps of paper
vut of the wendow and watelosd thom as the wind
el them dn all directions, apwand anil down-
\\‘|||]_ 1njpon the 1:l"|l*' wall hen all ut unee r-lli'
Lz to2thinde, sl her baain seemed 1o aet with
an neenracy ot direetness it hod never had betore,

Either the letter Lad bovn oponsl jy tle house
o at the postollics, It W not have heen
opened K Rome, ur ot least the probabilities were
eiormonsly agelnost suel wn Wypothesis. 1t was
wegrecly more like that the pan gt the Gerano
pestoflice shonlid hive ventured to tamper with o
seadinl envelope eomibe trom the castle, and for
whigh he bl given o pocept beture taking charge
of it.  He eoulid pot have the smallest jpterest
in rending Bonoa Adele's correspondenee, and e
hiad eversthing to lose i he wers canght, He
would certinly not hve sepposed that she or her
hushand, having but dately left the eity, wers
sending Mack w sum ol money in notes lirge
enongh to male it worth his while to jnenr suh
a risk,  In other words, the thefr Luld s com-
mitted in the house, and no one e Lucia eonld
bave heen the thief,  Lueia had ben sumuarily
dismdssand & Lonein was the anly servant in thie es-
tabilishment who had serious cause for discottent @
Laicin hanel geuessed tromn the suddeess that the letter
contained something at least of the pature of @
wtlesston, and B pesolve b oto Bobd Taer astress
in lwr power.  Moreover, It wis possille—=hurely
possthle—that Porcin knew  something «lse  In
any ease, shie bl rend every wond Adele hind
written with her own hand, and Addele Tnew very
well why the woman hnd vot peturned the sieets
to the envelope alter mastering their contents
Sl was utrerly, hopweless o entieely in Lueia's
power.  Lhe wikd wonld go from hee to a new
sittintion, anid  wherever she  mizht  he  would
alwivs he alile to eontral Donna Adebe's life Dy
merely threatening 1o betray what she kKnew to
tlies peerson or persons cotiesrned

Adishr Belt thint ber eouraee was almost

her in this estretnity, ot o time when she ne
tiore thian
Wi

ahis bl wver possessd, Al yet gt
fevessiry to act promptly, for the madd might
v e engaghog herseld with somes one el
Coree what wight, she st pever leave Casa
Savelli, iF it eost Adele il the money she ol
Yhane hinsbuail or bareow of her father to

ol het
heep the wotnwd with her,  First of all, however,
aimnposiipe, lest Lieia

shive fhitist resain some sort o

slionnid stspect that the post il bronght her new s
of the loss of the desament,  She looked at e
sl 1 thee ghives el seratidaed every Beature ot

tentivel bt [TERRT vory pitle, it otherwise was
Woklnge Ittoy t o tluy = varler Any kind of
stintilnnt, ns sl v, s cotit thie blood to her fase il
A b minnt s, I shier savw tlist whint sl pecded
wis o little color v testspoantul of  Benedictine
copdind, of whigh she had o small flask in Loy
dpvesimeenses, wits enottgh to produes the il
et e ddovetogs bl fontrper I peeotitetided her
t tabte 1t before gong to stoep, bot shie didd not
Ik steh thites, nnd the Hask was alwgst full
sl saw in the mieror that tlae pesult was perfect
Iy satlafactory, st whon she ot list met her
bl e perbatiod that her apiearniies wias
Nery el g
w i feel wo el Desttep ! glie exelaimed, Tnow
ine that she wis spwaking the lipat W opils af o

wdy which would in all prolability have to be
plnvesd during the rest of bher lie | alwnrs b
that if they wonld anly give me sotietliing o
ninhe e slop 1 stionld get well wt onee”

Sl walleen] ngnin on that day, and Iy an wltinst
stperhuman effort kept up appearinres until bad-
Litnee, V0 purealing in entl (] s r.n-'l\' abwn
tant liatier That night <l tol] Laeta that, on

the whole, sl would pgiefer to keep her, that she

had nlwave be mioge than satisfhsl with her
servioos, and that of she han suddenly 1elt wn
ivers on to her it was the st it of the extreme
frarya's o sle b suffepsd of late.  Now that
afyer enlid slowepy, st peslized Tow unkind <he bl

Weul Dior, mned skl thiae

Poadein Binmbily tha

Vasont
shie hoped ‘to liye and die g gle service of e
nast eaeellent Casa spvelli Miereupon A ole
thanki=l hvr, il very sseetly thut =he wis o
i il and wonll sones day be rewnrded by
fnding o good hushand, anl ended by giving her
five francs She reflectid that to give lier mure
filght Jook like the Is ning of o eotrse of
hrthers, amd that to =ive pothing wight be con-

wtried nw procesditg from the fear of seming to
biritu

Pl second day cotld not be harder than the
first, sl =ubd Yooyl f, swhllowesd her
chloral said Takid ber head upon the pillow, to b
by thie nipse.  She slept, Facdewed,
thnt night, but not weell fis hefore, atd she
movulie twice, caeli time with wstart, wind with the
that Lucin wis peciting the sontents
letter to Jauen Arden and o whiole

romntul of the latter’s Irien Is ;
shee behnved wit!

toe as sl

el to sliep

|l the eifcipnstutices,

pinriee wl determination whmirable th

wrjves Fow worten cotld hive Do ther fonis

atrnin tipon the facaltivs ot oll, still fewer alter
aiich ilness ns sl had softersd,  But sie wis
really sefv strony, though every thing whivh af
foetes) Ter fislings wnd thonlits peacted npon Loy
phivsienl mature ns aiirhe things never eat i Jess
nepvonusly organizel constitutians slpie Dogee thae
exrrneinting ansiery photit the lost confession Tt
tay than the shawdowy fear of the wippernat sl
whieli stidl baunted ber i0othe hours of thie night
o the third day she Degand Loy to i
erease the doss of chloral by o very amnll quantity,
v itz that o only she conbd slevp well for a whole
weele she wonlll then Be so mich hettor 18 to Ly

to give it np altogethir

nh Savelli hiesitated

amil ut Inst eonsetitexd.  Simee she leel sivepigsl
mneh more quiet e dreaded n retirn lier
{forer state, lor L wis o a i lavesl s
case and hated eversthing which disturbed it

fhe doetor bl partionlarly enitinned it to

Yoop the ehiloral pat v g sale pnes, W arnineg
Franreses thlit the mnjority of persons who ook
it soon hegan to feel a eraving for it i hvrgir
aanntities, wihigh mn N At nveld the
risk of considerabile dampge to the health in this
event of its dweeomdng o habit. Tt was witer all

only n pallistive, he said, amd eould never (TN
pertedd T wark s ptire on thie tepves exeapt 0% nt
irbipect menns toon o] pesult Praneesca kept
the bt tle in biis dressieg-tu, whiech pemnined in
Wis own room and was Grted with o patent Jork
o vieldisd too Atele’s peguest on the tirst o0
enslon atal she went with Lim as he took the
glass bnek to strengthen the dose Vhiv o yon
Kkesp it locked up ljr kil CTh yonn sUjfise
1 would go il tale it without vonsnlting yon

“he doctor told me to b eareful of it,! lie
answered, = The servants mbehit try a dose of it
ont of enpiosity.” e ook what e consiiters)
pevessnry aned loekel the bag again, returnihy the
kev to hiis pocket,

T or theee days pusssd in this way.  Mdele
Bear to (el that she Jonged for the night and
thee soothing influenes of the chilornl, s sl Jindd
formeriy borged Tor vavlight to end thas misery of
e alark honrs The doys were pow e o=t
it lepalile for her By the eertainty that her el
Lnew her soepet, aml by the neeessity for treatin
e woman with consbderation Vot she conld do
tothing, amwl she knew that alies wever coulid o
nuvihing to tessen Jier own nosiety ds lone as @l
Tiweal,  She was aoiel alone, ton, diriee t ey
Shee wiailkend or drave with Bey husband durine two
or thrie hours in the afternoo, but the rest ol
the time hing i1y on her hands, 1t §s true thet
liis society was not very eongenial, and under wrdi-
nary conshitinns she wonlll ruther ligve heen left
alome than have heon ohilimed to talk with him, At
prosent, however, shiv thonght less when shie was
with him, and that was aogain not to he despisol
Sl Nl quite forgotten that she had  asked
Ghisleri to eome ont and spend a day or two, whien
his note eame, remirdinge her of the invitation
st naling A0 b aill might aeeept it Franoesen
Vil him. ns most men did, and was glad that
any upe should aopenr to vy the momotany of
the dull eountey B with o little ejry talle.  Tle
hadde her write to PPistra to come O stay ns g
as D plonsed, if sl Lepwedf enemsd to hurwis Bilim
Qi eoneealed her satistaction well enoneh to ke
Franeesea suppose 1t she aisiiod the gaest to
eome for lils sike rathior ||"'_‘I line nan
Cilisteri started early, takine his wervant with
A peacledd Gerano in thie for the midday
brenkiast,  Frapeeseo Savelli peesived him with
considoiable enthusios T, and  Adele’s labitaalle
rather forecd smile became more natural,  Both
felt in different wnys that the presenes of o third
prrsan wus norelief and woulil have heen delight-
ol to receive o far less ngreeahle mnn than their
prosent giest, They overwhelmed liim with guies-
tions sbont Home and their friends,

O eourse you have seen everyhody anil hearid
evervthing, now that ¥ou aps s murty hetter, ™
eatel Aol ne they sat down to brealcfast in the
vanlted dining-root “You mnst tell me overy-
thing von know, We ate buvisd alive ont heps,
ardl only know & little of what heppons thronh
the papers.  How are l!l_-'_\ all ™ Have van swn
Lavien nenin, and how is the bahy 0 Ay step-
mother writes that slee i goine to sped toe sum-
wier with them in soie plaee or places unknown.
1 tever thousht of her s a grandmother when my
own childpen were horn=—of eoinrse she is ot my
miother, but it sl to sem dust the same,  What
is Bompierre doine ! And Marin Boeeapaiuhi ? 1
A dying to hear all about ie."

Ghislerl langhed ut the multitude of qyestions
whieli followed each other almost without a hreath-
ing-apace between them,

* Donna Maris would have sent you_her love if
she had known that 1 was coming to Gerano,” he
answered. * As for Bomplerre, he is an inscruts-
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Ble mixture of devotion and fickldness, He at
tiehes limself 1o the new without detaching him-
self trom the o, e worships both the evarthly
s the Olympan Venns, e ds a gonil fellow,
little Bompierre, and T Jike him, but it is impos
e for any man to adope women at the rate of
six ata time, | begin to think that he must be
a very deep charactor,®

“Plint is the last thing 1 shonld say of him,”
oliserviml Savelll, who wis deficient in the sense of
humor,

Clhowe Titeral yon are, Franesseo,” Tanzhed s
wife,  * Aml voursolf, Ghisleri—tell ns ahout your-
acll,  Are vou quite well again?  You still lonk
dreadfully thin, but you look better than when I
snw von Ipst, I

Wlhat daes vour dootor sy !

“ e sy that if 1o not happen to cateh enll,
or have n choking fit, or u cohgh, or any of
fifty thines he nnmes, il i 1T do not chuanee t
get shot in the same plase again, in the eonrse of
a venr or two | omay be as good 0 mian as ever. It
appears that ©have o conl constitution. I always
supposed so, beewise 1 onever hivl anything the
matter with e, as far as 1 know

“No one will ever forgive Gianforts 1™ exelaimed
Adele, TF vou foed did, s wordd have had to
anar forever,  Evervbody savs he was utterly
in the wrong.”

S mtter isosettlal,” sid Cihisleri, “and 1
do uot think either of us need lve anvthing to
in the allir,

say about the other’s conduet
41 vou have hearl that the  Ministey  has
Gillen,® T continued, tnrning to Savelli. “Yes

terday alfternuon--the ol story, of aourse <finanee,”

“For Heavea's sake o not begin to talk l'lH!i-
tiva at thise hiour,™ protested Vilole, “ Tu-night,
when I um asloop, you ean smoke all the cigars in
this louse, nnd reconstitate o dozen Ministries if

you like. " T want to hear all about my friends.
Von Laye ot tol ] s hd 0 enongh yer,”

= Whepw shiall T bogin®  Ah, by the hye, there
fa an enzawenent, T lege, 1 hinve hot oft eartds

heeatiss it f« not ofeinl Pretrsanta and Donnn
Guemlaling Frangipsni—rather an odd mateh, is

It por ™

< petrasantnt® exelnined Adele,  *Win wonl)
have thoueht that!  And Gwendaling, of all peo-
Aot Bt ther will stpeve, my dear Ghisleriz they
will pasitively not Gave twenty thousand franes a
vestr between then ™

“No," saiel Savelli,
denr—twelve—soventoen —eightoon  thousand  five
hnimdrinl, whnost exaetly.’

savelll wis Intimately  argnaninted with  the
nfluirs of his fricwls, amd both parties wore pe-
Vitedd to him in the present ense e prided him-
sl £ npon his oxtrome exa < abont all questions
of money

Sy are guite right, my

sa they talked  and  cossipped  thronzhout
the menl tiliislorl  knew  just what sort of
news most amsd his lostess, and o< nsunl e

in telling lier the truth about thinga
and people without saving anything spiteful of
any one o hie! pesolvedd, too, that he would
ke himself especially azrosables to the eouple 1n
their valuntary exilie He il come with a set
purpose, aml he meant to execnte |t it possihile,
As b was evidently not yet steong, Savellj pro-
posed that they should drive instead of walking.
Ghislerl aceodid readily, thongh he wonld have
preferred to stay ot home after having travelled
nearly thirey miles in a jolting earringe during the
morning. e sensation of phivsicil fatlzue which
liov eopstantly experienced sinee he lind baen wound-
o] was new to liim amd not at all pleasant.
Nothing of any importanee oecuresd during the
nfternoon hev conversation continted 1 mueh
the snme way a9 it lad bogun ot breakfast, intar-
sperand with gemarks ahout acvicidtie aned the
probnhilities of crops Savelli umderstood  the
tnanelal side of farmang hettor than Gilisler, Tt
thies Jatter bl s el wore practical as pueantanee
with the eapibilitios of different sorts of land,
- sy b nreneed to the eastle, Fruneeseo
Terd Liis wife fn'the dreawing-room,
tooff to lis own quarters to talk dwith the
ateswnrd of the estate. Ten was served, but Pictro
potimed that Adele didd not take any
Wl suppose ¥oioare afraid that it wonll keep
nark *ow I= your

vl wwake at nbehit,” heor

msomnia * Do yon slesp oat all *7

w1 oam wetting oquite well seain,™ Adele an-
sl ! know T oalwavs toll you thit
noeded sommthing peally strond to make me slesp.
The doet s siven me elidoral, il T never wake
up befors elglit of nine welack, It s a wander-
fur] maslicine ™

W psommnia s oome of the most wpaecoantahle
things." sanl Cehidslierh, dn o melitative tone.
Lnew 0wt in Constantinoapls who tolil me thnt
1t WiHne we ever stept nt il For thees monthal
L literndly could ot Jose copstiatisness (o mo-
ment. 1 beliove hs sifloped hortindy, Bat then,
he hal something on Lis mind ot the time which
wevounted for it ton eor it

I sippose e Tadd Bost mies or wimething of

that Lind, ™ vondectarsd Adiele, stirring two umps
af sugnr oo gl of water
SN bt was maels worse thun that,  Tle il ae-
eidentally Killesd hix anost intimate friend on a
wlisod e expedition in the Belerace forest,™
Gilidstori henrd the =poon rattls sharply azainst
ther whiss, s Addele's Jand shiook, and he <aw that
<o Bent down her howl quekly, pretending to
wintel the Tumps of siger ws they slowly dlssolvid,
= How torritile ! sl vaclidmed, in oo law
o N, aniwered Glitslent, dn the same fndifler-
ent tone, Dot B vou will believe i, he had the
e Lo rofiss ehiloral, or any wort of sleeping
iy ity thoteh lue often it up reading all night,
o Biped Dseny tolid, you s, that the habit of 8ach
thines was moeh more ddanaeroas than insomnia
itself, il B owas wltimptely caped by rakinge o
prent deal ol exereise Ll un extraordinary

fores of will. 1 helieve N higa never folt

bl effeet from what D endired, Yo know ones
e 2ot sl oo snvthing Lok at thye e
whoe sturve in public tor fopty diavs unl do not
thie. ™

“We shall see Pletrasanta and his wife doing
that for the next forty vears,” sald Adele, with
tolern bty natiural Liaghe * They onght to go inte
traindie g% soon as possible if they mean o be
fappy.  They say nothing spoils the tempwer ke
linnger. Wt vou ever near heing starved to
death on any of your travels, Ghisleri 2

“No: I never got further than being obliged to
Tives on nothing but beans ad bad water for nine
duys,  That whs quite far enongh, thongh, 1 got
thin, and T have never caten Deans stnes.”
do not wonder.  Faney eating heans Tor
nearly a furtnighe, I oshionld Binwves died, Aml
where was 112 Were vou imprisoned for o spy in
Sonth Ameriea ?  One never koows what may or
may not heve Dappened to you-you gre such un
upneeounntahle moan !t

St never happensd to me. Tt was at gen,
1 toak it into my Lewd to go to Sardinia in a small
vessel that was sabling from Amalth with a cargo
atis 1o hring hack Sardininn wine,  We were
aeil, and got short of provisions, so that we
foll bk on thie beans.  They kept us alive, bue 1
would enther not try it again.”

S What endless adventures you have had!  How
tame this society Tl of ours muost sesm to you
alter what you have been aecustomed to! How
can you enduare it2"

“ 1t 18 never very hard to put ap with what one
likes," answorell Ghislerd, *nor even to endurs
what one dislikes for the suke of somehody to
whom one is attnehod.” i

S any one else said that it would sound like
a platitwde,  But with yon it is guite dillerent.
One feels that you mean all Yoo say."

Adele was evidently deteriined to be compli-
mentary, wd even more than complimentary, to-
dayv. Sk was never cold or at all unfriendly with
Cohislert, whom she Tked and adimirad, anl whom
shoe always hoped to see nltimately estalilished s
w permanent member of her own immediate eirele
bt did wot pemember that she had ever talke
exnetly as she was talking now, ond he atreibated
hor manner to hep nervoeiusness, e lnughad eare-
lemaly at hwor last pemeark

“1 am not used to such gowd treatment,” he
saith, = thoueh T never can understamd why people
take the treuble o doubt one's word, It is s
wel casier to believe everything—so much less
trogihle”

“1 shiould not have thonght that yoo
vory evsdolins person,”™ answersd  Adele,
have had too much experience for that.”

*Expericnee dos not always mean disillusion-
ment,  One may find out thut there are honest
people as well us dishonest in the world."”

Luuras Arden hud been present she would

“'."l" n
“Yon

bave heen more than ever inclined to distruse
Ghisleri just then.  She would I::lve wﬂnﬂmd
what rmml him to make him say thin
very different from those hoe generally said tonhn.
As a matter of fact, he wished Adele’to trust him,
for especial reagons, and he knew her weil enough
to judge how his chen would aflect her. 8
had betrayed herself to him a few migutes earlier
agd he desired to effuce the Dapression in her
mind before leading her into another trap.

“Do_you think the world is giueh w very gnod
place 27 she usked,  ~ Have you found it so?

"1t 08 often very unjustly abised by those
who live in it—us they are themselves hy their
fricnds.  Belief on the one side must mean dishe-
Iu-'l;blnln ﬂ*.o ot hr»r.]"

18 time Adels gave no sign of being touche
by the thrust. She was too much seau:lomrdhl\g
whatever sensations she experienced when acel-
dental or intentional reference was made to hee
dstonishing talent of gossip.

“As for that,” she said quite naturally, “every
one talks about every one else, and some thi
wre true just g some are not,  If we dil not
of prople liow should we muke conversgtion? It
woull be quite impossible, T am sure!”

“Oh, of conrse,  But if there is to be that sord
of conversation it can always tuke the form of &
discussion, amd _one can put one's self on the
right side from the hezinning just as easily as not,
It saves so muech trouble afterward. The person
who fa always on the wrong side is generally the
one abont whom the others are talking, If we
could Tiear a tenth of what i< suid abont ourselves
I faney we should be very uneomfortable, ®

*Yes, indod.,  Fven our servants—think how
they must abiose ns!®

“No douht,  But they have a practical advane
tige over us in that way.  When they really know
anything partiealarly seandalous about us t
can convert it into ready money,”

Ghiislert Tl not the least intention of ennveys
ing uny hidden meaning by his words, for he was
of course completely In lanoranee of the oceur-
venes which had disturbed Adels's whole life mors
than any othier nitherto,  But he notiead that she
again bent over ber glass and looked finto it,
thoush the sugar was by this time quite dissolved,
Hor hand shook o little a2 she moved the
whott in the sweetened water.  Then she drank &
little and deew o long breath.

“That is always # most disazrreable position,®
she maid boldly.  * We were talking about it the
other day. 1 wish you had heen there. tion
was telling a foreigner—Prinee Durakof, T thin®it
witg—the old story of how Prines Montevarchi was
murdarad hy his own Tibrarian beeause he would
not pay the men a sum of money in the wa of
blackmail. You know it, of course. The two fami-
lies, the Montevarchi and the Saracineses, kept it
very quiet and no one ever knew all the details
Some people suy that San Giarcinto kilied the li-
brarinn, and some say that Che librarian killed
himself. That is no matter, Wiar wonld you
have dons?  That is the question.  Would you
liave paid the money in the hope of silencing the
mun ? Or wonld you have refused as the old Prince

did?  Gouache said that it was always a Wistake
to vield, and that Montovarchi did quite right.”
Ghisleri eonsidepsd The matter a few ty

hofore he aave an answer. [le was almost sars
by this time that she actunlly found herself in
some sueh position as ehe described, and that she
really neeidsd advies, It was churactenstie of the
i who had been trying to malke her botray her-
solf und had sneceeded beyond Lis expectation,
that he was unwilling to give her such counsel as
might lead to lwr own destrnction.  In his eom-
plicated eode that would have savorad of treach-
ery,  He suddenly withdrew into himeelf as it
were, and tried to look at the matter objectively,
ns an ontsider,

“Tt is a most diffieelt question to anawer,” ha
said at lust. =1 Lave often henred it disenesed.
It venr ears for my own personal opinion T will
wive 3t to you. Tt seems to me that in such cases
one shoull be guided by eircumstances as t
arise, hut that one can (ollow very safely a sors
of genersl rale.  If the blackmailer, as I call the
person in possession of the seeret, has any posi.
tive proof, sueh a3 a written document, or any
other oheet of the kind, without whiel he or she
conild nat prove the acensation, and if the secus-
tion is really of @ serious nature, then I think it
would be wiser to huy the thing, whatever it is,
at any price, aidd destroy it at onee. But if, as
i most of saeh aftaies, the secret is merely one
of 'words whiel the hiackmailers may speak or not
ar will, aned dt any time, 1 heliove it is u mistake
to bribe him or her, heeanse the demand for hush
oty can he renewa indefinitely g0 long as the
person concerned lives, or has nny money left
with whieh to pay.”

Adele had listensd with thr greatest attention
thronaliont, and the dirpeet good sonse of his an-
cwer disirmed any &nspicion she might have en-
tortained in pecard to the remark which had led
to her askinz his advies,  She reasoned naturally
enotsh that if he knew anything of her position,
and had eome to Gerano to gather information,
b would have suggestad some course of action
whieh would throw the advantaze into hie own
Lands., DBt she did not know the man.  More
aver, in her extreme fear of disrovery, ghe had
for o moment heen willing to admir that he might
know far more than was in any way possible, i
e knew anvihing at all: whereas in truth be
was bt making the most vague giuesses at t
actual facts. It was startling to realize how near-
It she liad taken him for an snemy, after inviting
lim ns 4 feiend, and in perfectly good faith, but
as e thonght over the conversation she saw how
naturally the remarks whieh had feightensd her
Jud presented themselves,  There was her own in-
comnit—he had an instance of a man who had
sullored in the same way, A remark abont un-
just ahuse of other people—that was quite natural,
amd meant nothing.  Dlaekmail extorted by ser-
vimts—she had lerself lsd direetly to it, by dpeen-
lating upon what servants said of their masters.
It was all very natural.  She made up her mind
that she had heen wrong in mistrusting his sin-
cority,  Bwsides, she liked him, and her judgment
instinctively inelined to favor i,

<1 think” vou are quite vight,” she said after a
fow moments’ thonght. * 1 never heard it put so
direetly hefors, and your view seems fo he the
only sensible one.  If the seeret can ho kept by
Wuving an objeet and destroying it, then buy it.
It not, deny it boldly and efuse to pay. e‘:
that is the wisest solution I have ever hea

uffered.

Ghisleri saw that e had produced a good effect
and wis well satisfied.  He turned back to »
former point in order to change the subject of the
COnversatim,

“That oll story of the Montevarchi hna intes-
sated e he spid. =1 wish 1 know it all, With-
out being at all of an historieal genins, T am fond
of all sorts of family histories. dy Iler
was €yirg vesterday that there are many strang®
logends and stories connected with this old place
and that veur father knows them all.  You m
I‘I“"‘E i great deal about Gerano yourself, I shou
think."

“Oh, of course T do,” answered Adele with
alacrity. T will show you all over the castle to-
morrow morning. It iz an enormous building, snd
higger than you would ever suppose from the ou
wide 1 will show yon where they used to cut oft
heads—it is delightful!  The head fell through &
hole in the floor into a heap of sawdust, they say.
And then there is another place, where they threw
criminals out of the window, with four seata in 1
two for the exesutioners, nne for the eon
one in the midfle for the condemned man.

did those things so coolly and aystematically in
those good old days. You shall see it all: thers
are the dungeons and the trap-doors through
which people were made to tumble into them;
there i every sort of npplisnce—belonging to fam-

ily 1ife in the Middle Agrs.”

“ 1 ahall be very glad to sce it all if you will be
my guide,” sald Ghisleri.

They econtinued to tulk upon indifferent sub.
jwets, At dinner Pietro took much to be
agreeable, und suceveded admirably, for he was
woll ulle to converse pleasantly when be o
Though extremely tired, he lnt‘:ﬂ tin nﬂ:}{ m
night talki;lﬁ ition with Savelli, as A had
foreseen, uml w
distant rooni by Bonifazin, whe k
of his day in studying the
castle, he was nearly exhausted.

(To be Continued)

»n he wus at last shown to his
ad mn:‘




